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something. And we’re going to work with your
government and try to work it out.

President Obasanjo. Thank you very much.
President Clinton—[inaudible].

President Clinton. Oh, I’m sorry. Jet lag.
[Laughter] The position of the United States
is that the size of the Security Council should
be expanded, that there should be a permanent
African seat, and that the holder of that seat
should be determined by the African nations,
not by the United States and not by the perma-
nent members of the Security Council. I don’t
think that’s our business. I feel the same way
about Latin America. I think there should be
a permanent Latin American seat on the Secu-
rity Council.

The analog to Nigeria and Latin America, of
course, is Brazil. Brazil is the most populous
nation in Latin America, just as Nigeria is the
most populous nation in Africa, and we have

very good relations with Brazil. But I think the
Latin Americans should decide for themselves
if they get the seat, and I think they should,
who should hold it, and whether someone
should hold it permanently or not.

But I strongly believe that Africa should have
a permanent representative with a permanent
representative’s vote on the United Nations Se-
curity Council. If it makes sense for it to be
Nigeria, then that’s fine with me. But I think
the African people should decide that—the lead-
ers of Africa.

President Obasanjo. Thank you very much.
President Clinton. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2
p.m. at the Presidential Villa. In his remarks, he
referred to President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt;
former President Nelson Mandela of South Africa;
and Pope John Paul II.
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Thank you very much. Mr. President of the
Senate, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Deputy President and
Deputy Speaker, members of the Assembly, it
is a great honor for me to be here with mem-
bers of my Cabinet and Government, Members
of the United States Congress, mayors of some
of our greatest cities, and my daughter. And
we’re glad to be here.

I must say, this is the first time I have been
introduced as President in 8 years speaking to
parliamentary bodies all over the world, where
they played a song before I spoke. [Laughter]
I liked it a lot. [Laughter] It got us all in a
good frame of mind.

Twenty-two years ago President Jimmy Carter
became the first President ever to visit sub-
Saharan Africa when he arrived in Nigeria saying
he had come from a great nation to visit a
great nation. More than 2 years ago, I came
to Africa for the longest visit ever by an Amer-
ican President, to build a new partnership with
your continent. But sadly, in Nigeria, an illegit-
imate government was killing its people and
squandering your resources. All most Americans
knew about Nigeria then was a sign at their
local airport warning them not to fly here.

A year later Nigeria found a transitional lead-
er who kept his promises. Then Nigerians elect-
ed a President and a National Assembly and
entrusted to them—to you the hard work of
rebuilding your nation and building your democ-
racy.

Now, once again, Americans and people all
around the world will know Nigeria for its music
and art, for its Nobel Prize winners and its
Super Falcons, for its commitment to peace-
keeping and its leadership in Africa and around
the world. In other words, once again, people
will know Nigeria as a great nation.

You have begun to walk the long road to
repair the wrongs and errors of the past and
to build bridges to a better future. The road
is harder and the rewards are slower than all
hoped it would be when you began. But what
is most important is that today you are moving
forward, not backward. And I am here because
your fight—your fight for democracy and human
rights, for equity and economic growth, for
peace and tolerance—your fight is America’s
fight and the world’s fight.

Indeed, the whole world has a big stake in
your success, and not simply because of your


